AD707T87 


-X 


ciiitKiJE  c(v-3H.iK33r  cc-j';M''iaATio*:  ahd  vaulcs 


Jolin  H.  Weakland 

I'.cntal  Research  Institute 
Palo  Alto,  California 


FIMAL  RSPCRT 
Kay  31,19?0 


Office  of  I’aval  Research, 
Gro\vp  Psycliolofj'  Pro^rans, 
Contract  I’o.  ;.:0001i|-66-C0310 

KRI7O-703 


^  D  DO 

nffilSEffl-® 

JllM  24  tsro 


Reprodu(.«d  by  lh« 

CLEARINGHOUSE 
fof  rederal  Sciantific  &  Technical 
Information  Springfield  Va.  22151 

Roproduction  in  whole  or  in  part  is  peiTnitted 
for  any  purpose  of  the  United  States  lovoramcnt. 
This  docunont  has  boon  a  ccd  for  public  re¬ 
lease  and  sale  I  its  distrioution  is  ’inlinited. 


This  is  a  final  report  on  the  research  done  on  "Chinese  Cc'.inunist 
Co.uiunication  and  Valvxs"  uj‘.der  Contract  No,  1.0001^l-*66-C0310  (l.P.170-703) 
from  the  Group  Psycholoey  iranch  of  the  Office  of  i:aval  Research  to  the 
Mental  Research  Institute.  Since  details  of  the  research  done  have  been 
reported  up  to  date  in  Technical  Reports,  no  neu  material  will  be  given 
here.  Rather,  this  report  is  a  brief  overview  and  summarj'-  of  the  con¬ 
tract  work  as  a  v.’hole. 

This  work  may  properly  be  regarded  as  the  successor  to  a  short 
research  project  on  Chinese  Comnunist  political  themes  carried  out  in 
1955  for  Dr.  Thomas  Wilburn *s  Project  I-Iichelson,  under  Contract  1160330- 
11070  of  the  iJa-val  Ordnance  Test  Station  (now  the  Naval  Weapons  Center), 
China  Lalco,  California,  This  project  resulted  in  a  report  "Chinese 
Poltical  CvQ  tural  Themes  j  A  Study  of  Chinese  Corrcr.unist  Films" 

(rOTS  T?  4029)  published  at  China  La’.ce  in  October  1966  (also  available 
from  Def''nse  Docvcncntation  Center,  number  AD-439  371) • 

The  original  fcllR  contract  follo’.dng  this  Project  Michclson  vrork 
began  on  May  1,  1966 |  the  research  was -to  focus  furthef  on  Chinese  Com- 
muidst  political  and  cultui’al  themes,  ’..'ith  some  comparative  examination 
of  non-Comiiunist  Chinese  and  Soviet  Comnxmist  materials.  Three  sub¬ 
sequent  modifications  of  the  original  contract,  emphasizing  research  on 
continuity  and  change  in  China’s  "Great  Proletarian  Cultural  Revolution", 
and  Chinese  patterns  of  strategy  end  negotiation,  extended  the  contract 
to  a  final  date  of  May  3I,  1970. 

Although  the  contract  work  has  all  been  concerned  \dth  the  fa^miliar 
and  popular  tonic  of  Chinese  Comcuniri,  it  nevertheless  has  been  rather 
out  of  the  ordinary  run  of  studdosj  although  the  topics  exaroined  and 
reported  on  have  varied  over  a  considerable  range,  there  nevertheless 


has  been  an  underl/in-i  unity  to  tho  vor'c.  This  special  and  unitary 
character  has  been  due  initially  and  in  part  to  the  Idncl  oT  da.ta  utilised, 
but  more  fundamentally  to  continued  reliance  on  a  ps'''^cho- cultural  viovf 
of  politics  and  a  related  analytic  approach,  Tork  in  the  early  stages 
of  this  contract,  in  comnon  vrith  tho  Project  Michelscn  research,  was 
based  on  the  study  of  Chinese  Coiraunist  notion  pictures  -  regular  fea¬ 
ture  films  -  most  of  which  were  seen  in  Hong  Kong  or  in  Vancouver,  and 
some  Hong  Kong,  Taiwan  and  Soviet  Russian  fil’ns  seen  for  comparison. 

As  the  project  progressed,  because  the  supply  of  available  fiLns  became 
very  limited  and  because  research  foci  altered,  more  attention  was  given 
first  to  written  fictional  materials  on  Chinese  Communism  and  finally 
to  descriptive  accounts  and  political  statements,  although  the  film  data 
always  remained  useful*  Even  these  latter  materials,  however,  were  uti¬ 
lized  primarily  not  as  specific  factual  data  but  as  expressive  projections 
of  Chinese  Com.nunist  attitudes  and  perceptions. 

This  selection  ard  utilization  of  data  itself  reflected  the  basic 
approach  of  tho  research,  its  most  characteristic  and  unifying  feature. 

As  tho  research  focused  progressivelj'  on  various  aspects  of  Chinese  Com- 
munis.u,  its  basic  aim  always  remained  to  discern  the  nature  and  inter¬ 
relations  of  their  Important  political  themes  more  clearly  by  focusing 
on  1)  what  themes  thoy  themselves  emphasize,  2)  what  iinagos  are  used  to 
project  those  themes,  and  3)  how  the  themes  appear  related  to  tho  socio¬ 
cultural  context  of  Chinese  Coruiunisn  -  \rhich  is  portrayed  especially 
vividly  and  concretely  In  fictional  materials.  That  is,  the  aim  vras 
not  to  obtain  an  "outside",  supposedly'  objective  vievr  of  discrete  facts 
about  Chinese  Comunismj  it  was  to  build  up  a  progressively  more  accurate. 
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cojipi’eh';nsive  and  systemr.  tic  account  of  their  vicFs  and  prc-.".ise5 
(includins  nany  things  taken  for  gi'anted  or  unrecognized  by  them)  by 
starting  from  the  "inside"  and  viewing  everything  in  relation  to  increa¬ 
singly  vdder  socio- cultural  contexts.  As  a  final  stepi  in  this  direction, 
considerable  attention  was  given  to  relationships  between  Chinese  Comun- 
ist  patterns  and  traditional  Chinese  cultural  patterns. 

The  resulting  vrork  has  been  described  in  the  follmd-ng  Technical 
Reports! 

No.i  -  "Themes  in  Chinese  Communist  Films"  (Published  in  American 
Anthropologist  68.  477-43^(1966)) 

A  brief  description  of  the  natirre  of  thematic  analysis 
of  films  (vrith  roferonces),  and  a  listing  and  discussion 
of  nine  major  political  themes  in  Chinese  Communist  films 
and  some  interconnections  among  them, 

Ko,2  -  "Conflicts  Between  Love  and  Family  Relationships  in  Chinese 

Films"  -  September,  1967  -  ADo59500  (Initial  version  presented 
at  American  Psychological  Association  meeting,  Washington, 

■  D.C.,  September  3i  19^7) 

An  analysis  of  one  major  Chinese  cviltural  theme  vdth  poli- 
cal  relevance!  similarities  and  difference  in  its  presentat¬ 
ion  in  Communist,  Taiwan  and  Hong  ICong  filns, 

IsO,3  -  "  'The  Thought  of  Kao  Tse-tung';  Conuiunication  Ar*alysis  of 
a  Propaganda  I'ovencnt"  -  January,  1963  -  AD664434. 

An  e;:a.'.iination  of  the  way  in  which  the  "Thought  of  Kao" 
has  UEuall;/-  been  dis-.iissod  by  '.Jesterners  as  absurd  and 
irrational  despite  its  ob\lous  importance  in  Chinese  politics, 
and  an  alternative  approach  seeking  the  significance  of  this 


movciuent  by  cxa.iiicdng  its  content  in  relation  to  bhi-ce  con- 
textsi  1)  I.'ao*s  or-rn  irritinys  and  oosltionj  ?.)  statoiiients 
about  these  by  the  Party}  and  3)  the  prevailing,’:  internal  and 
external  Chinese  political  situation  -  at  throe  stages  of 
the  develop'-nont  of  this  movement. 

Ko.4  -  "Chinese  Coririunist  Images  of  Invasion  and  Resistance"  - 
August,  1968  -  AD574S69. 

A  study  of  typical  images  of  foreign  invasion  and  Chinese 
resistance  to  it  as  portrayed  in  Chinese  Communist  films, 
and  the  relationship  of  those  images  to  traditional  Chinese 
family  patterns,  as  "non-rational"  yet:  orderly  and  sig¬ 
nificant  factors  in  understanding  Chinese  Comunist  attitudes 
about  foreign  political  and  military  pressures. 

Iio,5  -  "Cidtui'al  Aspects  of  China’s  ’Cultm'al  Revolution”'  - 
October,  19^9  “  AD-69667I. 

An  examination  of  this  major  yet  often  puzzling  recent 
political  development  from  a  cultural  viewpoint,  vrhich  in¬ 
dicates  that,  despite  its  apparent  emphasis  on  a  new  Chinese 
culture  and  politics,  the  Cultural  Revolution  often  utili¬ 
zes  old  Chinese  means,  and  oven  its  goals  often  are  but 
inversions  or  modifications  of  traditional  ones.  The  Red 
Guai*ds,  vhe  educational  revolution,  and  the  "novr  revolutionary 
drama"  are  considered  particularly, 

Ko,6  -  "Chinese  Communist  Patterns  of  Strategy  and  Negotiation"  - 

»  '  I 

iiay»  1970. 

A  discussion  of  box;  strategic  maneuvering  and  negotiation 
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nay  be  analj'-zcd  jointly  as  inriuencine  processes i  the  si;:- 


nificance  of  this  for  Unite J.  States-China  relations,  ard  sorw 
initial  analysis  of  major  thcr-ies  in  Chinoso  Communist  stra~ 


tegy  and  ne-sotiation,  in  relation  to  basic  Chinese  concept¬ 
ions  of  social  interaction  and  relationship, 

A  mimber  of  publications  have  resulted  from  this  research,  vdth 
others  contemplated  for  the  future.  In  addition  to  the  iLmeriean  Anthro- 
pologist  article  constituting  Technical  Report  Ko,  1,  a  revised  version 
of  Technical  Report  Ko,2  is  to  appear  in  Asian  Films  and  Popular  Cultures , 
edited  by  Dr,  Charles  Leslie,  ar^  a  paper  on  "Real  and  Reel  Life  in  Kong 
Kong  -  Film  Studies  of  Cultural  Adaptation?"  in  a  special  Hong  Kong  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Journal  of  Asian  and  African  Studies  edited  by  Professor  I,C, 
jfarvie  and  Dr,  Karjorie  Topley,  A  version  of  "Chinese  CommurAst’  Xmagos 
of  Invasion  and  Resistance"  is  being  considered  by  The  China  s^uarterly. 
Articles  based  on  the  other  Technical  Reports  and  a  book  on  Chinese  fiXn 
analysis  are  also  being  plaiuicd  to  bring  these  findings  to  a  t-rider  audience, 
Ihe  vrork  done  unc.er  this  contract  adds  up  to  one-  of  the  most  exten¬ 
sive  psycho- cultural  studies  made  of  any  contemporary  society.  Since 
those  studies  were  based  largely  on  concerns  rabout  United  States-China 
relations,  it  v:ould  be  highl^*^  desirable,  hovrever,  to  find  some  means  to 
complc-mont  them  \.lth  similar  studies  of  the  United  States, 


The  \:ork  under  this  contract  ;*as  performed  by  John  H,  Vi’eat-iand  as 
Principal  Investigator,  Krs,  Joanne  Sseto  as  3ecrctarj’’-Assistant,  and 
ditring  its  latter  stages,  Alan  K,  rlo’Jghton,  Jr,  as  Research  Assistant, 

I’ith  practical  support  from,  the  administrative  staff  of  the  h'cntal  Research 
Institute,  The  pi'ofcssional  staff  of  I3I  and  colleagues  at  Stanford  and 
the  Hoover  Institition  have  provider.  he3.pful  cons’Htation, 
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